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Kang, Kwan-Soo & Yun, Cheon-Gie. Two Perspectives Toward The Postman
Always Rings Twice. The New Studies of English Language & Literature 59
(2014): 1-24. Cain’s The Postman Always Rings Twice is a product of the Great
Depression, and Garnet’s The Postman Always Rings Twice is that of a post-war
conservative American society. Cain’s hardboiled novel and Garnet’s film noir have
the same plot, but there are subtle differences in their details. These details show two
perspectives toward American society and American culture. Cain’s novel focuses on
the failure of an effort to find happiness, which is determined by an evitable destiny.
But “crime and punishment” is emphasized in Garnet’s film. Hardboiled novel is a
subversive genre, and it attacks the rotten and materialistic capitalist system. But the
background of the film noir is a conservative American society. This era is
characterized by an elevation of woman’s status, which disturbs a male-dominated
order. In a film, Femme Fatale’s sexual attraction leads a male hero to crime and
death. The film is a story of crime and punishment. In a nutshell, Cain’s novel shows
the tragic world derived from the corrupted capitalism while Garnet’s film shows that
of the retribution for a crime in opulent American society. (Shingyeong University &
Seonam University)

Key words: desire, hardboiled novel, film noir, Femme Fatale, tough guy
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